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Guy Montpetit’s pictorial style at the end of the 1960s and into the 1970s can 
be easily recognized by its flat, saturated planes of vivid colours that create 
their own distinct iconography. Working predominantly in acrylic on large-scale 
canvases—which are always well received by the public—Montpetit paints 
playful, yet complex universes of unfolding shapes and scales. Mixing flat and 
perspectival views, his surfaces brim with energy and implied movement. This 
uniquely graphic and structured artistry, blending Hard-edge and Pop Art, stems 
from his years spent working in lithography. 
 
Halfway between abstraction and figuration, Montpetit’s geometric forms are 
always symbolic of something without being totally abstract. They refer to 
concrete realities or concepts such as love, sexuality, and politics. Montpetit’s 
paintings from the 1970s feature arrangements of white figures with rounded 
contours. Imposing themselves as the subject of the work, they stand in sharp 
contrast with their colourful background and give the painting an organic  
character. They illustrate happy or unhappy human relationships developed  
out of the visual tension between forms and colours. 

Julie Alary Lavallée, Curator of Collections and  
Marianne Longtin, Collections Intern  

 
 
 

Guy Montpetit’s current thoughts on this body of work: 
 
“These works, like a gestaltic sequence in which each receiver becomes their 
own therapist and Freudian id, allow the viewer to project themselves into 
them with all of their inner feelings, despite themselves. In short, they invite 
the observer to take on their own research.” 



Biography 
 
Guy Montpetit (1938-) holds a bachelor’s degree in visual arts and a specialized 
teacher’s certificate from the École des beaux-arts de Montréal (1964). He 
notably studied engraving with the artist Albert Dumouchel. Between 1962 and 
1964, he organized fine arts courses at the Institut catholique des Sourds-Muets 
(now the Raymond-Dewar Institute). He then left for Paris where he studied 
engraving at the Atelier 17 of Stanley William Hayter. From 1969 to 1972,  
Montpetit was president of the Société des artistes professionnels du Québec. 
In the 1970s, he participated in the reform of the Quebec policy on integra-
ting art into the architecture. At the same time, he produced a series of public 
artworks in Montreal, including a three-dimensional mural for the Maison de 
Radio-Canada (1972-1973) and a mural in the ventilation tower of the Ville- 
Marie highway (1972-1973). In 1976, he created the integrated artwork for  
the Assomption metro station and participated in Corridart (Arts and Culture  
Program, Montreal Olympic Games). Very involved in his practice and his 
community, Guy Montpetit was a founding member and vice-president of the 
Conseil de la peinture du Québec in 1979. His artworks can be found in many 
public and private collections in Canada and abroad. He currently lives in the 
Laurentians region.

LIST OF ARTWORKS 
GUY MONTPETIT 
Montreal, Quebec, 1938

1. Série A, No 1, All you need is love 
[Series A, #1, All you need is love] 
1967
Acrylic on cotton canvas, 91 x 122 x 4.5 cm
Gift of Guy Pellerin, 2002.001



2. Le temps de vivre, série V2 
[Time to Live, series V2] 
1975
Acrylic on canvas, 140.5 x 178.5 x 7 cm
Gift of Georges Vézina, 1986.075

3. Série A, no 3 A 
[Series A, #3 A]
1968
Acrylic on canvas, 137 x 122 x 6 cm
Gift of Guy Pellerin, 2001.023

4. Série V2 no 14 
[Series V2 #14]
1975
Acrylic on canvas, 140 x 178 x 7.5 cm
Gift of Antonio Bucci, 1990.031

5. Série V2 no 16
[Series V2 #16]
1976
Acrylic on canvas, 140.5 x 178.5 x 7.5 cm
Gift of Dr. Laurent Lamer, 1990.030

6. No 8 
[#8]
1974
Acrylic on canvas, 140 x 178 x 7.5 cm
Anonymous gift, 1981.184
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